
Schengen Visa Appeal Letter: Step-by-Step Guide to Overturn a 
Rejection 

Understanding the Appeal Process 

A Schengen visa appeal is a formal request to reconsider a rejected application. Under Article 
32(3) of the Schengen Visa Code, applicants have the right to challenge a refusal by 
addressing the stated reasons and submitting new evidence. A well-structured appeal can 
overturn the decision and grant approval for your travel plans. 

Step 1: Review Your Rejection Letter 

The refusal letter will specify: 

1.​ The reasons for rejection (e.g., insufficient funds, unclear purpose, lack of ties to home 
country). 

2.​ Appeal instructions, including deadlines and submission procedures. 
3.​ The authority handling appeals (varies by country; see examples below). 

Country-Specific Appeal Authorities 

Country Authority Responsible for Appeals 

Germany Administrative Court in Berlin 

Italy Regional Administrative Tribunal (TAR) 

France Ministry of Foreign Affairs 

Norway Directorate of Immigration (UDI) 

Note: Submit your appeal directly to the embassy/consulate that rejected your application 
unless instructed otherwise. 

Step 2: Prepare Your Appeal Letter 

A strong appeal letter includes the following sections: 

1. Introduction 

●​ Your Details: Full name, passport number, address, email, and phone number. 
●​ Purpose: Clearly state you are appealing the visa refusal (include application reference 

number). 

2. Rejection Details 



●​ Application Date: When you initially applied. 
●​ Refusal Date: Date on the rejection letter. 
●​ Reasons for Refusal: List all reasons provided in the rejection letter. 

3. Counterarguments & Evidence 

Address each refusal reason with: 

●​ A clear rebuttal (e.g., “I disagree with the assessment of insufficient funds”). 
●​ New evidence (e.g., updated bank statements, detailed itinerary, employment letter). 

4. Closing Statement 

●​ Reaffirm strong ties to your home country (job, family, property). 
●​ Politely request reconsideration. 
●​ Sign and date the letter. 

 

[Your Name]​
[Address]​
[City, ZIP Code]​
[Email] | [Phone]​
[Date] 

[Embassy/Consulate Name]​
[Address] 

Subject: Appeal Against Schengen Visa Refusal – [Application Reference Number] 

Dear Sir/Madam, 

I am writing to formally appeal the rejection of my Schengen visa application (Reference: 
[XXXX]) submitted on [Date]. I received the refusal letter on [Date], citing the following reasons: 

1.​ [Reason 1, e.g., “Unclear purpose of visit”]. 
2.​ [Reason 2, e.g., “Insufficient proof of financial means”]. 

Rebuttal & Supporting Evidence 

●​ Reason 1: [Explain your purpose clearly, e.g., “I plan to attend a conference in Berlin, 
attached to this letter is the event invitation and paid registration confirmation”]. 

●​ Reason 2: [Provide updated bank statements showing sufficient funds and an 
employment letter confirming salary]. 

I have strong ties to [Home Country], including full-time employment at [Company] and 
ownership of property at [Address]. I will return by [Date] to resume my responsibilities. 



I kindly request a review of my case and have attached all relevant documents. Thank you for 
your reconsideration. 

Sincerely,​
[Your Full Name]​
[Signature] 

Attachments: 

●​ Passport copy 
●​ Refusal letter 
●​ Updated bank statements 
●​ Employment letter 
●​ Detailed itinerary 

Step 3: Submit Supporting Documents 

Include evidence tailored to your refusal reasons: 

Refusal Reason Documents to Submit 

Unclear purpose of visit Detailed itinerary, event invitations, hotel bookings 

Insufficient funds Updated bank statements, sponsorship letters 

Weak ties to home 
country 

Employment contract, property deeds, family ties 

Invalid travel insurance Revised policy meeting €30,000 coverage 

 

Step 4: Submit Your Appeal 

●​ Deadline: File within 15–30 days (as stated in your refusal letter). 
●​ Method: Follow embassy instructions (email, post, or in-person). 
●​ Follow Up: Track progress and respond promptly to any queries. 

Processing Time & Outcomes 

●​ Timeline: Typically 2–3 months, but varies by country/case complexity. 
●​ If Approved: You will receive the visa and can proceed with travel plans. 
●​ If Rejected: Reapply with a stronger application addressing prior issues. 

Key Tips for Success 



1.​ Be Factual: Avoid emotional language; focus on logic and evidence. 
2.​ Address All Reasons: Leave no refusal point unanswered. 
3.​ Professional Tone: Use formal language and structure. 
4.​ Double-Check Deadlines: Missing them voids your appeal. 
5.​ Consult an Expert: For complex cases, seek legal advice. 

Final Checklist 

●​ Signed appeal letter 
●​ Copy of refusal letter 
●​ Updated supporting documents 
●​ Proof of submission (e.g., postal receipt) 
●​  
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